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much better for the author to have selected fewertopics for inclusion in the book, and
to have given each one a more thorough treatment.
Other subjects which are scantily covered include evidence for a myopia gene,
existence of an alcoholism gene, genetic transmission of psychotic tendency, relation
of creativity to the schizophrenia gene, and inherited personality and creative
aptitude. As can be seen, the subject material is potentially very interesting.
Unfortunately, the presentation ofit is deficient. Perhaps we will one day encounter a
more intelligent descendant of this book.
HARRIS PASTIDES
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MENDELIAN INHERITANCE IN MAN, CATALOGUES OF AUTOSOMAL DOMINANT,
AUTOSOMAL RECESSIVE, AND X-LINKED PHENOTYPES. By Victor McKusick. Balti-
more, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978. 975 pp. $29.50.
The Yale Journal ofBiology and Medicine called the fourth edition of this book
"indispensable for those interested in medical genetics" and thefifth edition certainly
qualifies for that description. Organized as it is into dominant, recessive, and X-
linked sections, this catalogue lists, and gives brief descriptions and key references
about some 1,400 genetic disorders. Genetic phenotypes about which the reader
wishes to learn may be located by using the index. Or, if the mode of inheritance is
known, and a likely designation is recognized, one can go directly to the appropriate
section of the catalogue in which the entries are alphabetized. The catalogue also
contains several useful nosologic tables which refer directly to the entries in the
catalogue itself. These include a classification ofsuch disorders as skeletal dysplasias,
the thalassemia syndromes, the genetic mucopolysaccharidoses, and hereditary
deafness. Other useful tables which similarly refer to entries in the catalogue include
the human gene map, protein defects and inherited disorders, homologies of
chromosomes in various mammals, and a nomenclature for the factors of the HLA
system. It is truly a gold mine ofinformation and not difficult to use. There is room
left for many new entries which have not yet been described. It is an extremely
complete compendium of recognized genetic disorders in man. In practical terms one
might almost say "if it is not in McKusick, it is not inherited." However, Dr.
McKusick himself makes no claim to infallibility. In the event ofan error in an entry,
however, review of the pertinent literature therein cited would make such an error
immediately obvious.
The book is a necessity for physicians caring for patients with genetic disorders,
and to those doing genetic counseling. Sub-specialists involved in neurology,
cardiology, and hematology will find it a helpful reference because of the thorough-
ness of the literature references. It should be available at a library nearby for all
physicians, since the question of whether or not a disorder is inherited comes up so
frequently.
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